
Chairman’s Report 

I hope you will agree that 2011 will go down as a good year in the history of High Lane U3A, 
and for 2 main reasons: 

We celebrated suitably our 10th anniversary with a series of events throughout the year. I 
don’t intend to go through them all as that’s been done before and I’m sure most of you will 
have attended some or all of them. Suffice to say that, from my perspective they were all 
extremely enjoyable and, as a final memento of 2011 I hope you have all received your 
commemorative pen. 

The second reason is the Open Day held in March and the consequences that flowed from 
that event chiefly in the form of new members. From a membership at the beginning of 2011 
of 320 we had grown to just under 400 by the end of the year. We are delighted to have 
attracted so many new members and hope they, also, are delighted with what they have found 
in our U3A. 

We have 29 Interest Groups including  3 new starters in 2011 - Art, Ballet Appreciation, 
Engineering & Science and  the Committee is very appreciative of the work that Brian 
Chadwick, Sheila Hall and Chris Gibson did  to start these Groups. Indeed we are extremely 
grateful to all our Group Leaders for the enthusiasm and commitment they display in running 
their Groups. 

However, 29 is low for a U3A of our size so your committee has set a rather ambitious target 
of 40 Groups to be running by the end of 2012. This number may well include splitting one 
or two of the larger Groups such as Churches & Pubs and Dining Out as well as forming new 
Groups for new subjects.  

Other U3A s have a Group Co-ordinator to assist in the formation of new Groups as well as
offering assistance to existing Group Leaders when requested, and we may well go down that 
route ourselves. 

 

 

As you will shortly hear from Derek Hill our finances are in a healthy state and all Group 
Leaders have been contacted with the offer of additional funds for projects outside the normal 
self-financing basis on which our Groups operate. 

The attendances at the Monthly meetings have been good throughout the year and once again 
we have had an excellent range of speakers and subjects. Also, I think the  Home Grown 
Affair  in August was a great idea and might well be repeated in the future. I firmly believe
there is a store of untapped talent within our membership, sometimes it just needs a little 
coaxing out. 

Away from the Monthly meetings, the bi- monthly newsletter and our own website provide 
the main vehicle for information distribution and my thanks go to Jean Drinkwater and Peter 
Kress/Richard Clark for maintaining  quality and content. 

Our next event is the Annual Lunch on February 29 at Disley Golf Club. If you haven’t 
already got a ticket please make sure you buy one today for what I’m sure will be another 
successful and enjoyable occasion.  

Finally, sincere thanks go to my fellow committee members for working so hard on your 
behalf during the year. We aim to provide knowledge and learning in an informal, social and 
enjoyable environment. If you don’t think we’re doing that, please let us know and we’ll try 
and do something about it! 

Steve Reynolds 


