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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the thirteenth edition of the new style High Lane U3A newsletter.
The UK has now delivered over 30 million Covid-19 vaccinations and we are looking forward
to our second dose soon. Figures from the Office of National Statistics show that 54% of
the population now has Covid-19 antibodies, either through being infected or having the
vaccination and the level is even higher in older people. As an ex-employee and pensioner
of Astra Zeneca/ICI I am disappointed at the negative press the company and the CEO is
receiving. The company has made this vaccine in a never seen before timeframe and has
reportedly foregone over £14bn in revenue.
The picture is less good from the other side of the Channel, which still leaves holidays
somewhat uncertain for this summer. However, at High Lane u3a, we have a rich history of
travel and holidays. In this edition the Travel group has looked back and compiled a list of
holidays over the years and dug out some photographs. We all look a bit younger! Thanks to
Eric and Sue Harlin and Pat Gorie for the photographs. Also in this edition, there’s news of
new events and activities from the u3a Regional and National Office plus our usual mix of
stories and reports, poems, things to make you smile and, of course, our usual limerick or
two!
As with the previous editions, this newsletter will be available only by email and on the web.
This month’s newsletter is accompanied by the March newsletter express from National
Office. I have given a link to the full National Office newsletter on page 16.
Please feel free to share some of your interests, items you have found that you think would
be of interest to other members, places you have visited, books you have read, films you
have seen; your recipes, limericks; the list is endless. The next issue will be May 2021 so
please send your contributions to me before the end of April via
newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk
Diane Saxon

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Membership renewal was due in February. If you have not yet renewed your membership,
please do so without delay so you are sure of continued access to our activities and
newsletters. A renewal form is on the website or please contact Margaret McDermott, the
Membership Secretary.
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TRAVEL
In 2020 not one of our holidays was possible so I thought that you might like to look
back to those in previous years. Our first venture was to Cambridge in 2002 organised
by Amy Summers. We stayed only two nights but the length of stay has increased to up
to five and we have planned several holidays each year.
2003 Edinburgh
2004 Bath
2005 London
2006 Kent
2007 Durham
2008 Ireland
2009 Rhineland and Croatia
2010 Norfolk, Prague and Adriatic Cruise
2011 Normandy, Isle of Man and Baltic
Cruise
2012 Cardiff, Tuscany and
Norway/Iceland Cruise

2013 Dresden and Northumberland
2014 London, Vienna, Ireland and Israel
2015 Scotland, London, Stratford, and
Cruise to Turkey and Greece
2016 Suffolk, Edinburgh and Ireland
2017 Cornwall, Berlin, Ireland and Cruise
to Canaries and Madeira
2018 Dorset, Shrewsbury, Budapest and
Ireland
2019 Gloucester, Somerset. Ireland and
River Cruise to Germany

We have collected some photographs to remind you of happy times.

September 2011 – Tony and Margaret in a relaxing moment at Honfleur.
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September 2013 - Enjoying the beautiful gardens
in Northumberland.

October 2013 – All smiles the intrepid four at
Windsor Castle.

April 2014 – Outside old Schnapps Distillery in Vienna.
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April 2014 –Danube boat trip whilst in Vienna.
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July 2014 – Some of our ‘green-fingered‘ members at Kew Gardens.

June 2016 - Our group at the Bannockburn Visitors Centre with Malcom, our favourite driver on the left.
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May 2017 – Marlene and Bill enjoying Cream Tea for two at Padstow, Cornwall.

2018 – Cobh, Ireland. Sheltering from the rain

6

Newsletter

April 2021

www.highlaneu3a.org.uk

2018 - Abbotsbury Swannery

2019 - Museum of Farming Life, Glastonbury
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2019 - River Cruise Germany

Some of our members have travelled with the group many times so I hope that if the
situation improves perhaps some of those postponed from 2020 might be possible this
year.
Margaret McDermott

8

Newsletter

April 2021

www.highlaneu3a.org.uk

GARDENING
Garden pictures sent round this month show a variety of Spring flowers as gardens really
start to get going.

Walter Mason
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HISTORY
I received the attached email from Geoff Scargill who should have been giving us a talk in
July. I thought it would be useful for our members as I'm sure that there are few railway
enthusiasts in High Lane.
Edward Watkin - the Railway King
I am writing to contacts of all the groups that have had an interest in Edward Watkin,
including those who kindly asked me to speak to them about ‘The last laugh of the
Railway King’. I am a speakers’ secretary for the Elgar Society so I know how difficult this
past year has been for all voluntary groups, but I hope my book, ‘Victoria’s Railway King’,
will be of interest not just to railway buffs. Its subject is the same Railway King, Sir
Edward Watkin, one of the most fascinating characters of the Victorian Era.
His achievements on the railways were amazing. He created the last mainline into
London before High Speed One, the Great Central Railway from Manchester, was
chairman or director of 21 railway companies and rescued from bankruptcy the Grand
Trunk Railway of Canada before developing it into the longest railway in the world at the
time.
Watkin’s activities outside the world of railways were even more dramatic. He started to
dig the first Channel Tunnel in 1880; he built an ’Eiffel’ Tower in London, which became
Wembley Stadium; he led the campaign to create the first Parks for the People in
Manchester and Salford at a time when neither town had any open space for ordinary
families to relax in or children to play in; he bought a masterpiece which was ‘lost’ for a
hundred years before being found in his family home and sold in New York for over four
million pounds.
Pam Curley
This introduction to Edward Watkin and his amazing projects from Geoff caught my
interest as he was a Manchester man and I knew nothing about him. Watkin was born in
Salford in 1819. Later in life, he and his family lived at Rose Hill, Northenden, Manchester.
Rose Hill is a large villa that after Sir Edward’s time was used a wartime convalescence
home, an orphanage and has since been remodelled and converted to nine luxury
apartments. I used to work in Northenden and was aware of this large house off Longley
Lane but knew nothing about it. Among Watkin’s many forays into politics, he was Liberal
MP for Stockport 1864 to 1868.
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The masterpiece to which Geoff refers is a
painting called ‘The Icebergs’ by Frederic
Edwin Church, an American landscape artist.
Watkin purchased this in 1868 and hung the
painting at Rose Hill. Following his death in
1901, nothing was heard about The
Icebergs until the late 1970s. The painting
was discovered in 1979 in Rose Hill where it
had been hanging in a little-visited upper
landing for 78 years. Rose Hill was by then
1861 Frederic Edwin Church
owned by Manchester City Council which
decreed the painting was city property. The Council contacted Sotheby's in London, and
offered the painting to the Manchester City Art Gallery. The gallery wanted to keep the
painting but couldn’t ignore Sotheby's estimate of $500,000. The painting was sent to
Sotheby's in New York, where it was confirmed to be in excellent condition, needing only
cleaning and minor repairs. At the auction in October 1979, there was considerable
interest in the painting and it was sold for almost $2.5 million to a couple from Dallas.
The Icebergs is now in the Dallas Museum of Art
The other snippet that caught my
attention was Watkin’s Eiffel tower
project in Wembley Park on land
that is now Wembley Stadium. It
was commonly referred to as
Watkin’s folly! The plan was for the
tower to be 358m high, taller than
the Eiffel tower in Paris which is
312m. London’s tallest building, the Shard, is just 306m high. It was to have
two observation decks, each with restaurants, theatres, dancing rooms and
exhibitions, winter gardens, Turkish baths and a 90-bedroom hotel. The top
of the tower, reached by a system of lifts, was to provide a freshair sanatorium and an astronomical observatory. Unfortunately, only the first stage was
built. It drew large crowds but had to be closed as the area was liable to subsidence and
the elevators were deemed unsafe. It was finally demolished in 1907.
It would be good to hear more about Sir Edward Watkin and his achievements if we can
organise a meeting with Geoff later in the year.
Diane Saxon
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A Speaker Secretary's lot in Covid is not a happy one!!!
It's a job I really enjoy, normally. I "suss" out speakers and have built up quite a file. The
task then is to provide a variety of topics with the aim of pleasing some of the people,
most of the time. In my time, there have been a few disappointments but in the main, I
like to think that the speakers have gone down well. My especial favourite was "Fatima"
and her dressing up clothes.... Who could forget her?? Best value award must go to the
wonderful William Geldart with his beautiful Art works and anecdotes. He sold so many
books that we got a refund, which pleased Les no end!!
Forward planning is the key to a successful programme, I have found. At this time of
year, I would normally be planning next year's programme. It's a good time-filler between
Christmas and the gardening season. When we were closed down last March, I already
had a full programme for 2020 and the one for 2021 was at the end of the planning
stage.
All the speakers for last year post March have been cancelled and, in most cases, put on
this year's list, and a few have been put back twice but they are a sanguine bunch of
people and know the score. Now I wait with bated breath for the promises in the
Roadmap to be kept and, like my speakers, have to wait on events.
In the meanwhile, I am grateful for the Mirthy talks and tune in most Thursdays at 4pm. I
hope you do too.
Good Viewing, till we meet again for the real thing.
Sheila Harrop
There are some excellent Mirthy talks coming up; there are several every week.
The Thursday 4pm free talks in April are:
1 April
8 April
15 April
22 April
29 April

Singing with the Stars
The Lake District
Food of the Gods: our love affair with chocolate
London’s theatreland
A Policeman’s lot

Remember you need to register before the event at https://mirthy.co.uk/talks/
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CINEMA
I’m so glad you reminded me about this film. I first saw it when it first came out in 1953 –
in 3D and loved it, not just the music but the witty lyrics of Cole Porter. I particularly
remember Howard Keel throwing a banana at the audience – I think I ducked!
I’ve since seen it twice on stage – in London in 2007 and also in German at an outdoor
theatre not far from the Czech border. The lyrics translate really well into German,
especially “Brush up your Shakespeare” but, then Shakespeare translates well into
German anyway – they also like iambic pentameters! It made me wonder whether such
a musical, or indeed, the Shakespeare play, could be premiered today – it is so politically
incorrect! I suppose it would be regarded as a curiosity. Anyway, I loved it.
It also affected us on holiday in Italy. We were staying at Lake Garda and I had seen a
bus stop where the Mantua buses stopped at the bottom of the lake. When we got
there, we found we had missed the bus and the next one was two hours later, so we
decided to go elsewhere. I remembered Howard Keel singing about going “to Mantua, to
Padua and we open again in Venice” and we took the next train to Padua from the
station opposite the bus stop and had a wonderful day there.
Marlene Brookes

TODAY’S RECIPE

Recipe from Sunday Times Magazine
This is mega quick and easy and irresistible! Delicious with plums but other fruits will be
fine. Serves 6
350g brioche (stale is OK)
90g butter
30g flaked almonds
750g plums
100g demerara sugar
2/3 tsp cinnamon
Crème fraiche to serve
Slice and thickly butter the brioche. Use to cover the base of an ovenproof dish pressing
the slices together
Sprinkle with flaked almonds (and a little amaretto wouldn’t go amiss!)
Halve the plums. Press the fruit firmly into the bread, cut side up.
Combine sugar and cinnamon and sprinkle over the top.
Bake at 180C (160C fan) for 35-40 minutes until plums are soft.
Serve hot with crème fraiche
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QUIZ
We continue to have monthly quizzes that are fun and not too time consuming. A taster
of this month’s questions. Who is or was? (some real, some fictional)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Kamala Harris
Jeeves
Andy Burnham
Elon Musk
Sydney Carton

6.
Anna Wintour
7.
Cressida Dick
8.
Becky Sharp
9.
Owen Farrell
10. Nadhim Zahawi

These are the answers to Carols’ quiz from the last newsletter.
How many did you get? How many have you read?
S and L by DHL
The R to LD by BB
C by MB
The B by IM
FP by NH
The FS by JG
The C of M by TP
The BT by MD
The BK by FD
C and P By FD
WT by ZS
The C I of the D in the N by MH
OHB by WSM
CW by EBW
C and the CF by RD
The T of PR by BP
The B by MN
The G L and PPPS by MAS and
AB
The S G by FHB
C by AB
The KR by KH
JP by MC

Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence
The Road to Little Dribbling by Bill Bryson
Credo by Melvyn Bragg
The Bell by Iris Murdoch
Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby
The Forsythe Saga by John Galsworthy
The Colour of Magic by Terry Prachett
The Book Thief by Markus Dusak
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
White Teeth by Zadie Smith
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night by Mark
Haddon
Of Human Bondage by W Somerset Maugham
Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
The Borrowers by Mary Norton
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Clayhanger by Arnold Bennett
The Kite Runner by Khalid Hosseini
Jurassic Park. By Michael Crichton

As I mentioned in the last edition, we have some of our members interested in a Zoom
quiz. Would you like to join us? Bubbles and households are all welcome. Please let me
know.
Diane Saxon
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This poem A Brief Pageant of English Verse was in the last newsletter. The hidden literary
references are below
I won’t arise and go now, and go to Innisfree
I’ll sanitise the doorknob and make a cup of tea.
I won’t go down to the sea again; I won’t go out at all
I’ll wander lonely as a cloud from the kitchen to the hall
There’s a green-eyed yellow monster to the north of Kathmandu,
But I shan’t be seeing him just yet, and nor, I think, will you.
While the dawn comes up like thunder on the road to Mandalay
I’ll make my bit of supper and eat it off a tray.
I shall not speed my bonnie boat across the sea to Skye
Or take the rolling English road from Birmingham to Rye.
About the woodland, just right now, I am not free to go
To see the Keep Out posters or the cherry hung with snow.
And no, I won’t be travelling much, within the realms of gold,
Or get me to Milford Haven. All that’s been put on hold.
Give me your hands, I shan’t request, albeit we are friends
Nor come within a mile of you, until this trial ends.

The Lake Isle of Innisfree by William Butler Yeats
Sea Fever by John Masefield
I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud by William Wordsworth
The Green Eye of the Yellow God by J. Milton Hayes
Mandalay by Rudyard Kipling
Skye Boat Song
The Rolling English Road by GK Chesterton
Loveliest of Trees by A. E. Housman
On First Looking into Chapman's Homer by John Keats
Cymbeline by William Shakespeare
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

LIMERICK CORNER
Walter has been writing limericks again this month. Here is his latest- and maybe his
last?
In High Lane there was a young fellow,
Who, after Covid, turned decidedly yellow.
He coughed 'til black 'n blue,
Couldn’t smell like he used to do;
But occasionally let out a large bellow!

Fluffy was a happy Easter bunny
He wanted to make some money
So he hopped down to Greggs
And stole lots of eggs
Now he’s not feeling so funny.

Walter Mason
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STOCKPORT TALKING NEWSPAPER
I volunteer with the charity Stockport Talking Newspaper...we provide free weekly audio
news and a specially created free audio monthly magazine (essentially Stopfordian in
focus) for blind and visually impaired listeners.
Magazine articles on historical events, places, people etc are always much appreciated.
Does your group focus on presentations and discussions of local subjects? Would any
member be interested to record a 10-minute item about their chosen subject at our
Stockport studio once lockdown eases?
Details at https://www.stockporttalkingnewspaper.org.uk/ or email stna@live.co.uk
Thank you.
Tina Ramsden

FROM U3A NATIONAL OFFICE
The link for the National Office March Newsletter is https://us9.campaignarchive.com/?u=656ad5962b370cc9e2731d1ed&id=5b52f520ef
Events
There is a good range of events offered on diverse topics including maths, geology, art,
wellbeing and history. Note that, from past experience, some may well be already booked.
You can find them here https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events
Don’t forget – if you attend one of these events, I’d love a short review for the newsletter
(Ed).
Around the World in 80 Words
Is there a hidden treasure in your neighbourhood? Something which is probably not in
any guidebook. Is there one that you find interesting and worth a look and that others
might too? Something that other members in your local area might like to go and visit
now we are able to go out and about again?
We are looking for your descriptions (in 80 words or less), and your pictures wherever
possible, of the places of interest and the landmarks local to you. We will publish the
contributions by region so that other members in each area can explore and enjoy these
when they get the chance. Happy exploring!
More details and link for submission at https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/nationalprogrammes/around-the-world-in-80-words
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u3a Science Network Virtual Meeting
20 April 10.30am-3pm
This is a science-based learning event with three presentations each followed by questions,
with a break for refreshments and for lunch. The programme is:
10:00 Open meeting room to allow people to arrive and check in
10:30 Welcome and Introduction Mike Hollingsworth, Science Subject Adviser
10:35 – 11:35 Darwin the Geologist John Marriage, Lyme Regis u3a
11:45 – 12:45 Covid vaccines are here - how do they prevent us from getting Covid19?
Mike Trevethick Thanet u3a
12:45 Lunch
13:15 – 14:15 Why is chocolate – chocolate? Mike Gray Haxby and Wigginton u3a
14:20 Plenary session for those attending to suggest any changes they’d like to see
and to announce possible speakers for the August and October meetings.
This sounds interesting. You can book now at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/u3a-sciencenetwork-virtual-meeting-tickets-144426755313 If you have any queries, please contact
michaela.moody@u3a.org.uk
Learning News: Spring is here and so is our new learning programme
o Pets of the Furred Age - share photos and stories of your pet.
o Build a Bird Box - create a bird box or bird feeder and share what you have made
with us.
o Learn, Laugh, Move - each month will spotlight a different fitness activity (this
month's is Yoga) and encourage u3as to share what they are doing.
o Extreme Crochet - share your ambitious and unusual crochet projects. Take part in
a series of practical Zoom workshops for Crocheters that will be run as part of this
initiative.
o Made it! Make it! Mask it! - a makeover of our ongoing initiative Made It! Make it!,
submit your homemade masks.
Ongoing programmes
o Paint or Draw - The theme for this month is: "Still Life". The deadline for submissions
is 19th May
o U3a Eye (photographs) - The theme for this month is ‘Change’. The deadline for
submissions is 8 April.
Details of all of these learning programmes are on the National u3a website at
www.u3a.org.uk
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Battle of Britain and the Blitz
In the Autumn 2020 edition of Third Age Matters, Trust Volunteer Carole Chapman
(Portsdown U3A) described work with the Imperial War Museum to commemorate the
80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and to make interesting digital resources on the
topic available to older people who might otherwise have limited access to them. In
response to this article, several U3A members wrote in with fascinating stories about
their recollections – or those of relatives – of the events of 1940-1941. It quickly became
clear that there was a wealth of information out there that deserved preservation and a
wider audience. We hope that U3A members from across the UK will be inspired to
contribute experiences to this collection of material.
What we are asking
Do you have memories of the Battle of Britain and the Blitz? Is there a family history that
has been preserved, perhaps in documents or photographs? If so, and you would like to
share this, please fill out our online form
A year in lockdown
23 March is a year since the first UK lockdown and in response to this, u3a members and
CEO Sam Mauger have been reflecting on the last year. In an article on our blog - Sources,
u3a members have been sharing their experiences. Go to http://sources.u3a.org.uk/
In our u3A, we’ve had some reflections on lockdown in editions of our Covid time
newsletters. We could pull these together and expand into a collection. Which group
fancies taking this on? Anyone interested, please contact the editor.
Diary project 2020
The Diary Project was started to capture the experiences of u3a members living through
an unprecedented period due to the coronavirus. The situation impacted on people in
lots of different ways, and we wanted to hear your experiences, thoughts and reflections
on how it affected you, both on a practical and on a psychological level.
The Diary Project closed to submissions on 31st July, but it lives on. u3a is proud to have
partnered with the Mass Observations Archive (MOA) to ensure we make the most of
each valuable contribution. The MOA has stored each diary entry and made them
available publicly to researchers and future historians looking to learn and write about
these times using real-life accounts.
We are now showcasing a selection of extracts in a Diary Book (cost £10). Chapters
included in the book are; Family, Food, Health, Occupations, Society, Nature and Future.
The aim is to show how the pandemic has affected third agers across four months of
lockdown.
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NORTH WEST u3a

Dan Raven-Ellison and Rob Bushby of ‘Slow Ways’ are leading a national initiative to
create a Great Britain-wide network of walking routes. Using existing footpaths, people
will be able to use the Slow Ways routes to walk between neighbouring settlements or
combine routes for long distance journeys. During lockdown, 700 volunteers from across
the country collaborated to produce a first draft of the Slow Ways network, creating a
stunning Slow Ways map in the process. This incredible effort has led to the creation of
7,500 routes that collectively stretch for over 110,000km. All the routes information that
we collate will be free to browse, search, view, share, download and enjoy.
North West u3a is holding webinars for you to find out more and see how you and your
u3a groups can be involved. Choose from either Tuesday 20th April 10.00am or Monday
17th May 2.00pm. The sessions will run for about 1 hour. Booking from this link
https://forms.gle/kfRUzQf1hR8riR6r5
U3a Future Lives project
This project aims to take a long view to investigate, discuss, and gather views on how to
improve our quality of life as we age. Issues such as co-housing, ageism, giving and
receiving care, health and wellbeing, attitude, fulfilment, purpose. You can sign up now to
join our open meeting on Tuesday, 13 April 10am to 12 noon, to learn more about this
project, using this form: https://forms.gle/B6Amt27pPBE6iHd79
More about the project background and aims can be read here:
https://sites.google.com/view/u3a-future-lives/home

What do you get if you pour hot water into a rabbit hole? Hot cross bunnies.
What is Easter Bunny’s favourite kind of music? Hip-hop!
Why was the Easter Bunny so sad? He was having a bad hare day.
How does the Easter Bunny stay in shape? He eggs-ercises.
How does the Easter Bunny travel? By hare-plane.
How do you write a letter to an Easter Bunny? Use hare-mail!
What do you call an Easter Bunny with a bad memory? A hare-brain!
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The My Street page is at https://u3asites.org.uk/north-west/page/110388
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