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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the eleventh edition of the new style High Lane U3A newsletter. This year is the
20th anniversary of High Lane u3a. Good to hear that many of our members have had their
first Covid vaccination. Interesting news today that cases of Covid are falling and this is
attributed to vaccination; hard to see how they have made this link so soon. This appears to
have come from Israel where a couple of early studies have found that people who have
been vaccinated are 30% less likely to test positive for Covid. Some more good news is
that, this winter, the number of people with flu in England has fallen by 95% from usual
levels.
Notable items in this edition include a report of discussions in the Current Affairs group,
some interesting items from members and some cool photos from the Gardening group.
Limericks are still coming in; if you haven’t yet sent one why not have a go for the next
newsletter?
I haven’t as yet heard from anyone who was at the inaugural meeting of High Lane u3a in
1991? Please do get in touch if you were there and tell us a bit about u3a then.
As with the previous editions, this newsletter will be available only by email and on the web.
Hopefully members can share it with their friends who may not have access – post a copy
though their door perhaps. This month’s newsletter is accompanied by the December
newsletter express from National Office. I have given a link to the full National Office
newsletter on page 5.
Please feel free to share some of your interests, items you have found that you think would
be of interest to other members, places you have visited, books you have read, films you
have seen; your recipes, limericks; the list is endless.
The next main issue will be March 2021 so please send your contributions to me before the
end of February. Please send ideas, suggestions and contributions to me at
newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk
Diane Saxon
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FROM THE CHAIR
I am sure that all the Committee will agree with me when I say that we regard it as a
privilege to represent our members and to provide them with an entertaining and
stimulating programme. If you enjoy being a mover and shaker, you get a real buzz when
you have planned an event and it has gone really well. If it hasn't been such a success,
then we try and learn from our mistakes; so, please try and imagine our frustration at this
moment in time.
We are all looking forward to 2021 and have plans in place. The village hall is ready, the
speaker and holiday programmes are set up, to name but a few. We are also hoping to
celebrate our 20th birthday this year. But of course, we are in the situation where we
have the vaccine v the virus and we wait patiently for guidance from government and
u3a National Office.
A good number of members have already renewed their subscriptions. Subscriptions are
due on 17 February so it’s not too late. Details below.
Please bear with us. We will get there in the end. Hopefully we will see you all soon.
Warmest Regards
Sheila Harrop

AGM and MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2021
Membership renewal is due in on 17 February which is the date we would be holding our
AGM. As I’m sure you realise., it is not possible to hold a face to face AGM this year. This
was discussed at a recent Committee meeting and we decided the best course of action
was to defer the AGM to next year. The Committee will take the necessary steps to ensure
we comply with National Office and Charity Commission guidance. It’s also worth
mentioning that there is very little to report for the year since March 2020 as we have been
locked down for most of it! Sheila does not wish to continue as Chair so we will have an
Acting Chair for this year. The other Officers, Paul, Les and Lynn, have agreed to continue.
If you have not yet renewed your membership, please do so without delay so you are sure
of continued access to our activities and newsletters.
The Membership renewal form is again being circulated with this newsletter. Please make
sure you complete it fully, preferably in block capitals, so that our Membership Secretary is
able to read your information.

2

Newsletter

February 2021

www.highlaneu3a.org.uk

Payment by cheque made out to High Lane U3A or Cash can be posted (or hand delivered
through the door) to either the Membership Secretary or to the Treasurer. Their addresses
are on the renewal form. We are not issuing membership cards at present as it will be
difficult to get them to you. If you know of members who cannot print their forms please
print a form for them.

SPEAKER SECRETARY
I hope that you are all tuning in on Thursday Afternoons for the on-line talks. It's just a
question of getting into the routine, not easy these days!!
The first two in February are "Zeppelin, Ship of Dreams" at 4pm on Feb 4th and
Backpacking on a Pension Book" at 4pm on Feb 11th. A little later in the month on 25th
February, there is a talk 'Thirty Years of Travel in China'.
These are all free talks. There are other talks costing just £2.99. They have a wide range
of talks so feel free to browse. https://mirthy.co.uk/
Note: you will need to register for the talks you wish to attend before the event.
Good Viewing
Sheila Harrop
Big Ben
I joined Mirthy’s free talk on 28 January. This was entitled ‘Big Ben’ and was presented by
Tim Redmond who was taking tourists and VIPs up the step of Big Ben until its closure
for refurbishment in late 2016. I found this a very interesting talk.
Tim talked about the history of the building of Big Ben and its tower; the Elizabeth Tower.
The tower was designed by Charles Barry and Augustus Pugin in the Gothic Revival style
in 1859. The tower was called the Clock Tower until 2012 when it was renamed for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Tim then took us up the 334 spiral stairs; we saw the clock
mechanism and finally the bell itself.
The Tower is crumbling in places and Big Ben is currently being
refurbished. The new clock will have a blue dial and hands like it had
in the original clock. The clock is rare in that it has IV for four
o’clock. If you have a clock with Roman numerals it is more likely to
have IIII – this is thought to better balance VII on the other side.
Diane Saxon
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CORONAVIRUS SCAMS
Action Fraud is raising
awareness of another
coronavirus vaccine scam, after
it received a high volume of
reports relating to a phishing
email on Monday 25 January.
The email, which attempts to
trick people into handing over
their bank details, was reported
more than 1,000 times in 24
hours.
It appears to come from the NHS
and asks the recipient to click on a link to accept or decline an invitation to receive the
coronavirus vaccine. If they click accept, they are asked to input personal information
and their bank card details.
The national reporting centre for fraud and cyber crime has previously warned about
coronavirus vaccine scams, with many people reporting receiving fake text messages
purporting to be from the NHS.
The NHS will never:
•
•
•
•

ask you for your bank account or card details.
ask you for your PIN or banking password.
arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine.
ask you to prove your identity by sending copies of personal documents such as
your passport, driving licence, bills or pay slips.

If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If you are suspicious about an
email you have received, forward it to report@phishing.gov.uk. Suspicious text messages
should be forwarded to the number 7726 which is free of charge.
If you believe you are the victim of a fraud, please report this to Action Fraud as soon as
possible by calling 0300 123 2040 or visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk.
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FROM U3A NATIONAL OFFICE
The bite size newsletter is being circulated with our newsletter. If you wish to read the full
version click here https://mailchi.mp/u3a/your-u3a-national-newsletterjanuary?e=991ce1b09c
There is news and ideas from various u3a groups which have managed to keep going during
lockdown plus invitations from Chess and Bridge subject specialists. There are also some
events; one of which is a lecture from Prof Chris Whitty who has become a well-known
figure to us.

CINEMA
The White Crow
This film made in 2018 concerns the defection of Rudolf Nureyev in Paris during the tour
of the Kirov Ballet in 1961. The name" white crow" refers to someone who does not
conform and is different to everyone else. Nureyev certainly came into that category. All
his life he kicked against the traces to secure his own ends.
It is not an easy film to watch as there are a lot of flash backs, so it takes a while to catch
up to where he was and the beautiful ballet dancers all seem to look the same! It is a
delight for those of us who love ballet. The screen play was written by David Hare and
the film directed by Ralph Fiennes, who also stars, so its credentials are impeccable.
Given the scenes in Russia which we see on TV News at the moment it makes you realise
that, sadly nothing much has changed there.
Give the film a try; it's on i-Player at the moment. I hope you will enjoy it.
Sheila Harrop

GARDENING
Although January is not really a gardening month, a hard frost or sudden snowfall can
briefly transform even the simplest garden into a winter wonderland. Something we
could all do with after a strange and terrible 12 months.
In this month birds are easily tempted into feeders, a short walk by the canal can give
photo-opportunities (thanks to Chris H), and pets can enjoy snow, too. However, there
are still flowers to be seen in January, and latterly a few harbingers of Spring, witch hazel,
winter aconite, and snowdrop, have started to appear.
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Pictures courtesy of Lynn, Lynda, Chris H., and Walter.

Walter Mason
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CURRENT AFFAIRS
BBC Radio 4 has recently broadcast another series of Rethink programmes.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08gt1ry
Members of the Current Affairs group have listened to them and sent their views. The
theme was Fairness in Wealth, Regions, Education, Health and Generations. Some of the
contributors were the chief economist of the Bank of England, a care worker, a professor
of education, a nurse, an intensive care doctor and a university youth delegate.
The arrival of the virus has emphasised the unfairness of society. It has accelerated the
divide between the "haves" and the "have nots" and shown the value of those who have
kept shelves stacked, transport running, refuse collected and cared for the old and sick.
Yet these are the least well paid and often have to rely on food banks and this should
not be tolerated.
We live in a capitalist society which is unfair but a better one has not yet been invented.
There is a case for higher taxation but this is rarely a vote winner. The difference
between the regions in the UK is stark. Politicians and policymakers often do not have
direct experience of the lifestyle of the majority of the population. There needs to be a
long-term plan and more devolution. Half of foreign investment goes to London; much
more support to smaller towns and rural areas is required.
In education the gap between the wealthier and economically poorer areas of the
country has also been shown to be very wide. Education is a partnership between home
and school. Universal access to the internet is crucial to combatting inequality (says Tim
Berners Lee the founder) but many families do not have this. There is evidence that
children from private schools do better in the labour market whereas one in five from
state schools struggle to get basic qualifications. University tuition fees are far too high.
Instead higher education should be free, as in the previous generation, paid for by
taxation. Rather than offering more three year highly academic courses universities and
colleges should develop vocational tuition for lab. technicians, engineers, computer
scientists and other skills which are in short supply.
Poverty often results in poorer health and life expectancy can be ten years less than in
wealthier pars of the country. Poor housing, low educational achievement and unfair
distribution of doctors all contribute. According to Nigel Lawson the NHS is the closest
thing the English have to religion. In future it must be well funded, staff better paid and
social care reformed. We must follow the example of Scandinavia and other European
countries in their standards of care. Rather than being determined by political decisions
a cross party consensus is needed and a long-term plan for the future.
The impact on the young has been much greater than on the older generation. In the
past the young could look forward to a higher standard of living than their parents but
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this is often no longer the case. The cost of housing puts owning a home out of reach for
many in the younger generation. Much more investment is needed; in a house building
programme, an educational endowment to develop skills and good quality jobs with
professional qualifications and improvement in mental health support.
Increase in taxation is going to be necessary to make the country fairer in all aspects.
Whatever Government is in power must be prepared to make that unpopular move and
make sure that resources are allocated to where it is needed most.
A big ask!!
Mavis Dean, Trevor Kinvig, Margaret McDermott

An addict confesses
I have never been able to understand the nature of compulsion. I would describe myself
as a moderate, i.e. in important things such as religion, politics, finance I steer a middle
course. A small glass of rosé will last an evening and if I open a box of chocolates, I will
have a couple and put the box in the cupboard and forget about it. But many things have
changed in lockdown and I have changed as well. I have become an addict ..... to Spider
Solitaire.
For those who have never heard of it
it's a game of Patience which you
play on the internet. Internet
technology passed me by in the
workplace and I am self-taught and
somewhat bewildered by all of it but
Spider Solitaire fascinates me. I love
the way the cards float onto the
screen and turn themselves over, as
if by magic. And the clever machine
gives me advice and tells me when I
can't do any more. As soon as I have finished, I want to start all over again and go on and
on and on. I have to ration myself and give myself a good talking to.
In my defence I have to say that I am not alone. There are a lot of folk out there who have
not yet come out of the closet as it were. People will say "In Lockdown, I have read a lot
of books, watched a lot of box-sets, done jigsaw puzzles and played a lot of Spider
Solitaire." So when the great day dawns and High Lane u3a finally holds its first face-toface meeting, there may be some empty chairs .... some of us will still be playing Spider
Solitaire!!!
Sheila
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PHOTOGRAPHY
I would like to thank people for their entries to the first competition in my new role as
leader. I would also like to thank Walter for the excellent work and effort he has put into
leading the group over the years.
The January competition subject of Food produced some clever ideas. Jeff was a clear
winner with ‘Balanced Diet’, followed by Diane with ‘Spoilt for Choice’. Joint third were
‘Every bit edible’ from Derek and ‘Face’ from Chris.

It’s now time to wrap up warm and start clicking for next month’s competition “Cold”
Jeff Robinson
Amazing photos from Wiki Loves Earth 2020

Wiki Loves Earth is an annual international
photographic competition. Participants take
pictures of local natural heritage in their countries
and upload them to Wikimedia Commons, a sister
project of Wikipedia. This photo of a kingfisher,
taken in the Po river belt in Italy, won 2nd prize.
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My special vase

Have you ever thought about what might happen to your prized
possessions after you’ve passed away? I have a few pieces which I
treasure, not because they are of any great material value, but
because of their associations with loved members of my family or
because of the stories behind them. After reading “The Hare with the
Amber Eyes” by Edmund de Waal which tells the story of his family
through a collection of Japanese netsukes, I decided to compile a list
of my “heirlooms” which mean a lot to me and their history in my
family, and I hope this will make my children think twice before
consigning them to the tip or sending them to the charity shop. I have a few things that
are very old, but one item is fairly new (2002) which I value greatly because of the story
of its creator. One of my daughters has already “bagged” it so I hope it won’t result in
any friction after we’ve gone. The vase was a present from one of my German friends,
Rosemarie Schmidt, who for about 10 years brought groups of adult Germans to stay
with families of some of my adult students from the Ridge and U3A members. It had
been made by a local potter and artist, Herr Kramer. She told his daughter-in-law who
ran his shop that it was a present for someone in England, and then heard the story of
her father-in-law’s experiences as a prisoner of war.
Herr Kramer was in a camp in the country and most of the prisoners were sent to help
local farmers on the land, but it was noticed by one of the guards that Herr Kramer was
quite artistic, so he was given a special assignment. Every day for six months he was
driven in a blacked-out van to a large country house where he was to paint a mural
covering the whole of a wall. Every day, as he painted, a small boy would come into the
room and watch him at work. On his very last day, he noticed that some of the paint had
been scratched out on the van window, and as he approached the house he saw a sign
with a name on it, which he assumed was the name of the village. When, eventually he
was repatriated, he tried to find out where he had been, but he could not find the name
on any map so gave up. Apparently, prisoners of war in Britain were never told where
they were going which would make escaping very difficult. (I think there was a film called
“The One that Got Away” which told the story of the one who did manage it.)
Many years later, he was on holiday with his wife in Spain and they befriended an English
couple whom he told all about his wartime experiences. He gave them the name of the
village and they promised to try and locate it. They found out that it was not the name of
a village but of the actual house where he had painted the mural. They wrote to the
owner who turned out to be the little boy who had watched him as he painted. He was
absolutely thrilled to hear that “his” artist was still alive and invited him and his wife to
stay at his house as honoured guests.
Every time I look at the vase, I remember the story behind it which makes it special.
Marlene Brookes
10

Newsletter

February 2021

www.highlaneu3a.org.uk

QUIZ GROUP
We continue to have monthly quizzes that are fun and not too time consuming. For our
Christmas/January quiz this year we tackled a quiz developed by Kinder Ringers raising
funds for Sale Cancer Research. There are 135 questions in the quiz and all consonants
have been removed! Several sections were set by Irene Merson from our quiz group. The
Christmas Food and Drink section was in our Christmas greetings short newsletter. Here
are the answers.
16 Clemetines
19 Panettone
22 Gingerbread
25 Yule log
28 Turkey

17 Snowball
20 Quality Street
23 Stuffing
26 Chestnuts
29 Brussels sprouts

18 Brandy Butter
21 Egg nog
24 Roast parnsips
27 Mulled wine
30 Bread sauce

This was the section of the quiz that caused the most trouble for you to try.

Margaret has set this month’s quiz and we are told not to Google the answers!
We have some of our members interested in a Zoom quiz. Would you like to join us?
Bubbles and households are all welcome. Please let me know.
Diane Saxon
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KEEPING FIT IN LOCKDOWN: How to do the 11-minute lockdown circuit
From Peta Bee (The Times, 19 January 2021)
Three weekly 11-minute circuits will meet the government recommendation of twiceweekly strength training for adults, but we need to aim for 150 minutes a week or more
of moderate-intensity activity to stay healthy.
Light version
(For beginners or anyone with knee, back and joint problems.) Warm up with a minute of
walking on the spot. Then perform 60 seconds of the following exercises, in order:
● Slow paced mountain climbers (this is like marching on the spot, bringing knees to
elbows, while in a horizontal, high press-up position)
● Walking on the spot
● High-knee brisk marching on the spot — pumping arms and moving as vigorously as is
comfortable
● Walking on the spot
● Shallow alternate leg lunges
● Walking on the spot
● Marching on the spot
● Brisk marching on the spot
● Shallow squats
● Walking on the spot to cool down
Classic version
Warm up with a minute of jumping jacks. Then perform 60 seconds of the following
exercises, in order:
● Burpees without press-ups
● Marching on the spot
● High-knee running on the spot
● Marching on the spot
● Split squat jumps in alternate legs
● Marching on the spot
● High-knee running on the spot
● Marching on the spot
● Squat jumps
● Gentle walking on the spot to cool down
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LIMERICK CORNER
Walter has been writing limericks again this month. Here is his latest.
There was an old Grovian, 93.
Who went for his vaccines, did he.
One of t' firsts with t' first Pfizer,
Had his second, clinic in Sizergh.
Said," I'm chuffed. Now I'm off on a
spree!"
Walter Mason

We have all been so naïve
We never did believe
We would be locked away
For a year and a day
Oh! When will we get a reprieve?
Anon.

Forever in Lockdowns
In a country run by clowns
Shops closed in the mall
Companies going to the wall
And a national debt over two trillion
pounds!
Anon.

Young F is coming on a treat.
With luck, soon back on her feet.
No problem with stairs;
Then sticks used in pairs.
Wheeled round parkland, she's quite
hard to beat.
Anon.

DID YOU KNOW?
A paraprosdokian is a sentence or statement with an unexpected ending. It means “against
expectations” in Greek, and typically puts the first part of the sentence in a new and
humorous context.
Some examples of well-known paraprosdokians from comedy, literature, and music.
•

People say nothing is impossible, but I do nothing every day. – A.A. Milne, Winnie the
Pooh

•

Gravity is a contributing factor in 73 percent of all accidents involving falling objects. –Dave
Barry
When I was young I used to think that money was the most important thing in life; now that I
am old, I know it is. – Oscar Wilde

•

•
•
•

You know nothing for sure ... except the fact that you know nothing for sure. – John F.
Kennedy
Gentlemen, you can't fight in here. This is the War Room! – Dr. Strangelove, or: How I
Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb
When I was a kid my parents moved a lot, but I always found them. – Rodney Dangerfield
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•
•
•
•

We can always count on the Americans to do the right thing, after they have exhausted
all the other possibilities. – Winston Churchill
I've had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this wasn't it. – Groucho Marx
He taught me housekeeping; when I divorce I keep the house. – Zsa Zsa Gabor
I haven’t slept for 10 days, because that would be too long. – Mitch Hedber

Extracted from Your Dictionary https://examples.yourdictionary.com/paraprosdokian-40funny-sentences-you-wont-expect.html

And to finish some jokes submitted by Margaret McDermott.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The dumbest thing I ever bought was a 2020 planner.
2019: Stay away from negative people. 2020: Stay away from positive people.
Never in a million years could I have imagined I would go up to a bank teller wearing a
mask and ask for money.
The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out of the house and their
kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!
Does anyone know if we can take showers yet or should we just keep washing our
hands?
I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6-foot pole” would
become a national policy, but here we are!
I need to practice social distancing from the refrigerator.
I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to the Backyard. I’m getting tired of
the Living Room.

And some imponderables!
▪
▪
▪
▪

If it's zero degrees today and tomorrow is supposed to be twice as cold, what will
tomorrow's temperature be?
Light travels faster than sound; is that why people appear bright until you hear
them speak?
Why is the period of the day with the slowest traffic called the rush hour?
How many weeks are there in a light year?
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