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Happy New Year 2022
FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the first 2022 edition of the High Lane U3A newsletter. The Committee would
like to wish all our members a happy and healthy 2022. This year is the 21st anniversary of
High Lane u3a and the 40th anniversary of u3a. We are aware that things may change if
Covid cases continue to increase as they are at the moment and further restrictions may
be introduced, but if it is possible, your Committee would like to organise a celebration
lunch event possibly in April or May. If you have ideas or suggestions for this event, please
get in touch with Paul Kenneth, Vice Chair.
Due to the current situation, the Committee has decided to cancel the January monthly
meeting. While the situation re meetings is still fluid we are also continuing with the monthly
newsletter as a way of keeping members informed about what is going on and any
messages from the Committee. We ask Group leaders to please use this as a way of sharing
what you are doing and your plans for the new year.
Notable items in this edition include another impressive selection of photographs of the
work being done in the Art group. This group is thriving and members clearly find it very
enjoyable and rewarding. We have reports of the recent Christmas party and also our
annual Quiz of the Year where you can look back at the events of 2021 and delve into your
memories.
As with the previous editions, this newsletter will be available only by email and on the web.
This edition is accompanied by the National Office New Year bitesize newsletter.
Please feel free to share some of your news, your interests, items you have found that you
think would be of interest to other members, places you have visited, books you have read,
films you have seen; your recipes, limericks; the list is endless.
The next main issue will be February 2022 so please send your contributions to me by
29 January at newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk
Diane Saxon

For the attention of group leaders who use the Village hall
The Village hall has had complaints from local residents that cars are being left blocking
the path. The path from the car park past the door must be kept clear. It is alright to park
outside the door if you are unloading or loading, but please move your vehicle asap.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING MEMBERSHIP FROM THE TREASURER
Firstly, a Happy New Year, or should we say in these uncertain times we hope you have a
healthy New Year. 2021 was certainly a strange one but despite this, many of you
stepped forward to support our U3A in what is probably one of the most difficult
periods in its 21-year history.
With the uncertain period ahead both your Committee and the group leaders will have
to make decisions that may have to change from week to week so please take this into
consideration and try and keep in touch with your group leaders during these difficult
times.
We recognise, as a Committee, your invaluable support last year when we requested
normal membership fees for the 2021 period, mainly driven by what was being
requested by the powers that be from on high. With this uncertain background, the
Committee has decided that for anyone who is a member as at 31/12/2021 your basic
membership will continue through to the AGM in February 2023 free of charge.
This basically means for existing members to continue your basic membership for the
next year you need take no action. For those of you who subscribe to the Third Age
Trust magazine then please note the cost for the five editions sent direct to your home
has now increased to £3.50. You will need to send payment for this to the treasurer.
Please include your full name and address with your fee.
We welcome new or returning lapsed members subject to paying the appropriate
membership fee which for this year will be £6 or £9.50 including the magazine.
As regards the monthly meetings, as and when these take place, the entrance fee which
was normally £1 will have to be increased to £2 as rental fees and speaker fees have all
increased. In these uncertain times it is advised that you keep an eye on the High Lane
U3As website for details regarding the monthly meetings.
We wish you all a Happy New Year

Les Birks
Treasurer
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AGM
Subject to changes in the restrictions, we are hoping to be able to hold a face-to-face AGM
this year in February. Arrangements for the meeting will be circulated after the Committee
has met in January. We will need nominations for the Officer posts of Chair and Vice chair
and members wishing to serve on the Committee will also need to be nominated. There is a
nomination form at the end of the newsletter.
If you wish to be nominated please complete the form, get it signed if possible, and return it
to the Secretary, Lynn Arnold, by the end of January.
Offers of help are always very welcome. If you know of any member who would be
interested in helping to run our u3a please suggest they get in touch with a Committee
member who can tell them more about what is involved.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
We had pondered a few months ago whether or not to have a Christmas party. Originally,
we were only going to have tea and coffee and a mince pie and the suggester cost was
£1. After a few more discussions, we decided to go ahead and have a proper party with
refreshments and entertainment. We kept the price at £1 and 83 tickets were sold.
On the day it never stopped raining. The committee arrived at the village hall at 11:30am
and proceeded to set everything up for the afternoon. All the food was plated up and
then covered in cling film so each person had their own plate.
The party started with the food then the tea and coffee was served at the tables by two
servers. This way the minimum number of people were walking around.
While we were eating, we were entertained by H's Doorstep Concerts. An excellent
singer and trumpet player who soon got everyone singing and tapping their feet. After
the musical entertainment there was an excellent Quiz prepared by Margaret. The raffle
was drawn at the end of the procedures and brought an enjoyable end to the afternoon.
A big thank you to everyone for making it a successful afternoon during such difficult
times. Also thanks to all who helped set up and organised the party.
Happy New Year to all u3a members.
Paul Kenneth
Vice Chairman
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A member’s view
Another rainy day dawned, as usual just lately, but it didn’t stop people enjoying the
Christmas Party.
When the tickets were sold it was only hoped the event could take place. Guidelines and
restrictions were changing regularly. Places were restricted due to the regulations.
Things changed and we were treated to individually wrapped plates of sandwiches and
nibbles. As we went in, we handed our numbered tickets over and they were used in a
raffle later. The tables were spaced well apart and we were asked to stay in our places as
much as possible. Teas and coffees were brought to the tables by a member of the
Committee. A quiz had been placed on our tables so we discussed the answers while
we were eating. Our table (the tea ladies on a day off!!) found some of the questions
quite difficult and had a good laugh about the Dingbat questions. A good challenge.
(Thank you, Margaret and any helpers!)
After most of the food had disappeared, we were
treated to songs and trumpet playing on the
stage by Steve Hallworth (H’s Doorstep Concerts).
He encouraged people to join in with a mixture of
Christmas classics and some ‘golden oldies’. This
created a lovely festive feeling.
I would like to thank all the committee and others
who gave their time to provide such a great
occasion in somewhat difficult circumstances. A
lot of planning was needed.
A good time was had by all.
Lynda Heathcote
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Not everyone likes Christmas Lights, but if you have small grandchildren, or if you're still
young at heart, then dash to Hazel Grove before Twelfth Night. In a quiet residential
street (Warwick Road on the Arundel Avenue estate) you can enjoy a pleasant half hour
dazzled by the inventive light shows in most of the front gardens.
You won't be alone. Others will be walking around too - plenty of oohs and ahs to be
heard from the youngsters. My camera hardly stopped taking pictures, so I've attached a
selection. Hopefully just the thing to brighten us up after a dispiriting year, as we look
forward to 2022.
Walter Mason

Ed: Walter’s ‘selection’ was 23 pictures! There are four here and I’ve scattered a few
more around where there were spaces.
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PROGRAMME FOR 2022
Some dates were incorrect on the list published in December. This is the updated list.
Unfortunately, due to the Covid situation, we have had to cancel the January meeting.
12 January

John Wallace

Over Paid and Over Here (GIs in the UK)
CANCELLED

9 February

AGM

9 March

Roger Browne

King s Tiger Rag (Roger plays piano with Manchester Jazz)

13 April

Sharon Evans

Children s Air Ambulance

11 May

Caroline Melliar-Smith Family Secrets

8 June

Mike Storr

Masters of Mirth

13 July

Geoff Scargill

10 August

Rod Devereux

Last Laugh of the Railway King (Early comedians e. g. Stanley
Holloway)
My Life in Special Branch

14 September

Jim Williams

Life and Times of Casanova

12 October

Allan Shalks

My very interesting life in Theatre, Television and Radio

9 November

Julie Sutton

Our u3a choir

14 December

Christmas Party

40th Anniversary Events Programme - A Taster
Picnic in the Park | June 2022
Over the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend, u3as are encouraged to hold picnics to
celebrate not just the Queen’s Jubilee but also our 40th Anniversary.
U3a Science Network webinar | July 2022
The u3a Science Network will host an anniversary meeting, Futures, Foresight and
Horizon scanning
Conference on Research and Shared Learning | July/August 2022
One Foot in the Future - September /October 2022
The aim of this project is to engage older people from across the UK in telling real or
imagined stories about taking positive steps to make a better future for themselves and
others.
Celebrating u3a Week | September 2022
In 2022, our 40th anniversary, u3a day will be held on 21 September or on a day between
18 and 26 September; individual u3as will decide on the most appropriate day for them
to celebrate.
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GROUP NEWS
ART
Hello you jolly lot. To update you all, we start back on the 6th January. Make sure you roll
up. Ally Hargreaves is coming to us on the 20th and 27th Jan to take two sessions on
portrait painting in acrylics. Madeleine is organising the Acrylic Paint if you have none.
Brian Chadwick
Thank you for your latest newsletter including a section on the U3A Art Group. As a new
member (I joined in July when the Art Group resumed) I was delighted that you chose to
show some of my paintings.
It is over 70 years since I took Art as one of my subjects at school. In June 2020, one of
my sons gave me a paint set for my birthday – water colours, special paper and brushes.
In the year before U3A recommenced, I practised, based on photos he took when he
walked the dog – sheep, swans, wild flowers, etc. The Sky Arts channel on TV helped too.
But the U3A Arts Group has really helped. Brian, in particular, and the other members too,
have encouraged me and shown me “tricks”. Did you know you can use a candle and
even a Stanley knife? Photos from newspapers and magazines give me inspiration.
This is my latest painting of a river.

Thanks to Joan for
sharing your love of
painting. Perhaps other
members of the group
would like to tell us about
their work?

Joan Rose
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These are two more of the paintings Mavis sent me last month. I have a few more for
future editions but photos of your new paintings are very welcome.

PAINT AND DRAW
The National Office monthly artwork challenge continues. You are encouraged to paint or
draw a piece of artwork, then take a photo of your work and submit your picture. At the
end of every month, we will choose and publish up to 15 photos of artwork on an online
gallery for each theme to share the pictures with all of our members.
I’m sure that you will recall two of our Art group members having their artwork published
in this competition, Pam Cooke in the January theme of Lights and Liz Jackson in the
February theme of Trees. These photos can be viewed on the website at the link below
and you can read about them in our March 2021 newsletter.
The December theme was Festive. There are some from members of local u3a groups.
Here are a couple of examples from a member of Romiley u3a and one from Hale u3a.
You can see more at the link below.
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The January theme is New Beginnings. Pictures need to be uploaded before 26 January.
You can get details and submit your artwork here.
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes/paint-or-draw

READING
The chosen book for December was "In the Darkness" by Karin Fossum, a
Norwegian writer unknown to some of us. We all agreed that it was an
excellent read, with a skilful style and a gripping narrative. Rather than a "Who
Done it" it was rather a "Why done it" in which the fairly ordinary "heroine" is
driven to a series of deadly deeds which have devastating repercussions for both herself
and those nearest and dearest to her. Throughout she is tracked down by a painstaking
and kindly policeman. His methods were of a softly, softly, kind. Discussions ranged from
the appeal of "Scandi- Noir" fiction to local murders and would we ever be drawn into
committing a pre-planned murder!! Such is the permanent appeal of crime fiction!!
Our next featured book is "Conclave" by Robert Harris.

BRIDGE
All three Bridge groups are running, albeit with reduced numbers. Lindsay Bradley has
taken over the online Monday afternoon group. Contact the group leaders for
information.
200 m people play bridge worldwide
There are 635,013,559,600 unique bridge hands. It is the number of combinations of 52
items taken 13 at a time.
No wonder it is difficult to play!

CANASTA
In view of the increasing coronavirus numbers, I have decided to delay the restart of
Canasta till the 11th January to take it away from the Xmas and New Year period when
some of us will have been with family. The decision has been made purely as a
precaution.
Les Birks
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PHOTOGRAPHY
This month’s competition was Circles.
1st. Looking up, Diane. Joint 2nd. Arctic circle, Derek and Paper flowers, Diane

Brilliant photographs. Congratulations for all your entries.
We are now working on our programme for 2022.
Jeff Robinson
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QUIZZING
QUIZ OF 2021
Again, not a year to remember perhaps but how well do you remember 2021?
Jan

Whose Twitter account was permanently suspended?
What was cancelled for the second year in succession?
Feb
Jackie Weaver was in the news chairing a Council meeting on Zoom. Which
council?
Where did fragments of a rare carbonaceous chondrite meteorite, the first
known in Britain, land?
March
The Evergiven had a misfortune in the Suez Canal. For how many days was the
canal blocked?
Who stormed off the set of Good Morning Britain after his co-presenter Alex
Beresford criticised his comments about the Duchess of Sussex?
April
The Duke of Edinburgh died this month. How old was he?
A third vaccine for the UK was announced. What is the name of the company
that produces it?
May
Which department store chain closed its last store this month?
Which team won the FA cup final?
June
The new polymer £50 banknote was issued this month. Who is on the reverse
side of the note?
Where did the G7 summit take place?
July
Where is the sculpture of Princess Diane unveiled by her sons?
England lost the Euro final on penalties. Who won? Who scored the only England
goal?
August
Which actress of Wurzel Gummidge and other comedies fame died this month?
Why was Parliament recalled from its summer recess?
September In the Cabinet reshuffle, who was appointed as the Secretary of State for
Education?
Emma Radacanu won the American Open tennis. Where was she born?
October
For which disease did the WHO announce a vaccine?
To what amount was the contactless limit changed?
November What was the name given to the storm that caused massive power outages in
Scotland?
Who surprisingly became a fan of Peppa Pig?
December In which Chinese city were 13 million people quarantined?
What is the name of the newly elected Lib Dem MP for North Shropshire?
How did you do? Answers are on page 16.
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Quiz group is hoping, Boris permitting, to meet on its usual date of the fourth Thursday in
January. Please contact me if you would like to join us.
You may have seen that Mirthy organised a Christmas quiz last week. I’m pleased to
report that my team was second from a good number of teams. Of course, if we hadn’t
changed some of our correct answers to wrong ones, we would have won!
Diane Saxon

Time Goes By
Thank you to Stewart Clay for this poem - a thoughtful message.
He can't believe it was so long ago - when they saw each other last
He knew it wasn’t just last week - but how on earth had decades past
He had often heard that “Time flies”- but no one said it was jet propelled
But in fact it’s over fifty years - and an old friends reunion is to be held
Will they all still recognise him - now minus the shoulder length hair
Will they expect him to tell his life story - or will nobody really care
Maybe they’d want chapter and verse - on the past fifty years of his life
Then again maybe not - and a few anecdotes would more than suffice
Now who was so and so’s girlfriend? - Did they end up with each other?
Which girl did those two fight over? - Which one had the junky brother?
“No, no! Those are subjects to avoid - just try and stay on safe ground”
So said his wife as he was leaving - and her advice as usual was sound
They need not have been so worried - they got on like a house on fire
Telling stories and sharing memories - of which they would never tire
Fanciful tales and tall stories - and some as false as the old boys teeth
But always amid the romancing - lurked a grain of truth hidden beneath
The old friends then departed - vowing it would not be fifty more years
Then sitting behind the wheel of his car - one old boy shed a few tears
The tears were neither of grief nor joy - but those of an old man's regret
Tears for the missed years of friendship - of the pals far too late re-met
The moral of this story is surely - don't let time go by year after year
Don’t forever promise yourself - “I’ll be in touch someday, never fear”
Life is far too short for delaying - and one day our time simply runs out
Only two things in this world are certain - and it ain’t taxes I’m talkin’ about
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U3A NATIONAL OFFICE EVENTS
As previously, many National events are already full and have a waitlist. Book without delay.
This is the link for all the events https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events

There are also Subject Surgeries where you can meet u3a subject advisers and ask them
any questions you have about their subject areas, get help setting up a group in your
local u3a, plus share and discuss ideas for growing the subject within the u3a movement
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DID YOU KNOW
Our modern celebration of New Year’s Day stems from an
ancient Roman custom, the feast of the Roman god Janus –
god of doorways and beginnings. The name for the month of
January also comes from Janus, who was depicted as having two faces. One face of
Janus looked back into the past, and the other peered forward to the future.
The early calendar-makers didn’t know it, but today we know there is another bit of
astronomical logic behind beginning the year on January 1. Earth is always closest to the
sun in its yearly orbit around this time. This event is called Earth’s perihelion.
People didn’t always celebrate the new year on January 1. The earliest recording of a new
year celebration is believed to have been in Mesopotamia, circa 2000 B.C. That
celebration – and many other ancient celebrations of the new year following it – were
celebrated around the time of the vernal equinox, around March 20. Meanwhile, the
ancient Egyptians, Phoenicians, and Persians began their new year with the autumnal
equinox around September 20. And the ancient Greeks celebrated on the winter
solstice, around December 20. By the Middle Ages, though, in many places the new year
began in March. Around the 16th century, a movement developed to restore January 1 as
New Year’s Day. In the New Style or Gregorian calendar, the New Year begins on the first
of January.
From Earthsky.org. https://earthsky.org/earth/why-does-the-new-year-begin-onjanuary-1/

AND FINALLY
My New Year’s resolution is to stop procrastinating. But I’ll wait until tomorrow to start it.
What is meant by forgetting? I can’t remember.
What happened to the man who shoplifted a calendar on New Year’s Eve? He got 12
months.
How do you convert centimetres to metres? Take out centi
What’s the best resolution for New Year? 1080dpi
What ended in 1896? 1895
What were the first animals? Lonely
What is your favourite hue? Grant
Happy New Year. May all your troubles last as long as your New Year’s resolutions.
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NOMINATION FORM 2022

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS FOR 2022
Officer posts to be appointed this year are Chair and Vice Chair. All Committee
members need to be re-elected. New Committee members are very welcome.
If you wish to nominate any member for the Officers’ posts or for the Committee,
please complete the form and return it to the Secretary, Lynn Arnold, by
31/01/2022. Please ensure you have the permission of the person you are
nominating.
Please cut: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
NOMINEE

SIGNATURE OF
NOMINEE

NOMINATED
BY

SECONDED
BY

Chair
Vice Chair
Committee
Member
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Quiz of the year answers:
Jan: Donald Trump, Glastonbury
Feb: Heald Green, Winchcombe in Gloucestershire
Mar: 6 days 7 hours, Piers Morgan
Apr: 99, Moderna
May: Debenhams, Leicester City.
Jun: Alan Turing, Cornwall
Jul: inside the Sunken Garden at Kensington Palace., Italy, Luke Shaw
Aug: Una Stubbs, Afghanistan exodus
Sep: Nadhim Zahawi, Toronto
Oct: Malaria, £100
Nov: Arwen, Boris Johnson
Dec: Xi’an, Helen Morgan
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