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From the Editor  
 
Welcome to the second edition of the new style High Lane U3A newsletter. As with the previous edition 
this edition will be available only by email and on the web. Hopefully members can share it with their 
friends who may not have access – post a copy though their door perhaps.   
 
The aim of the publication is to keep us in touch with our fellow members in these changing times, 
provide news of what’s going on and ideas of things we might be able to do.  
 
The content of this special edition includes - but is not limited to 
 

• U3A information 

• Group activities 

• local information   

• Members’ contributions – stories, anecdotes, poems, photos etc  

• Things to do.  
 
The information here is up to date as I write but things are changing quickly so please accept my 
apologies if the link doesn’t work or any other problems. Thanks to those members who have sent me 
material for this edition.   
 
I’m not sure when the next issue will be – it depends on what’s happening and whether I have anything 
interesting to include. That depends on you – so please send ideas, suggestions and contributions to me 
at newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk   
 
 

From the Chair  
 
First of all, on behalf of all of us I would like to thank Diane for compiling another newsletter. I know 
that the previous one was very well received. I for one was most impressed with the industry and 
ingenuity of our group leaders. Take a bow .....you are doing a grand job in difficult circumstances. 
 
Like everyone, I miss our meetings and activities, but we will get through it and reconvene as soon as 
possible. Meanwhile take care and keep safe. 
 
Sheila Harrop  
 
 
Did you know?  
 
Today 25 April is World penguin day! Every 
year, the globe celebrates World Penguin Day 
on 25th April to recognise this unique bird and 
raise awareness of this flightless bird whose 
existent is becoming a threat every day. 
 
 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
mailto:newslettereditor@highlaneu3a.org.uk
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U3A – raising the profile  
 
High Lane U3A currently has about 450 members which is fairly consistent with our numbers over the 
last few years. Nationally the membership is 430,000 but this has been decreasing steadily over the past 
10 years. A third of all U3As report decreasing membership and perhaps alarmingly a0% of members 
don’t renew after the first year. There is also a marked change in the age distribution of members. More 
than 42% are now over 75; up from 30% in 2001. Nationally – and in our U3A - we have significantly 
fewer under 60s; just 7% down from 21% in 2001.  

             
National Office development plan is aimed at raising the profile of the organisation to combat these 
trends. You may have noticed the logo has changed. Instead of University of the Third age our strapline 
is ‘Learn, Laugh, Live’. U3A Day originally planned for 3 June 2020 is a National Office initiative designed 
to help publicise what we do in our local areas. We will have new promotional ‘colourful, vibrabt, 
dynamic and fun!’ material available to help us do this. U3A Day is now scheduled for 1 October but I 
suspect this may have to change again if current thoughts about lockdown for over 70s continue.  

 
From U3A National Office  
 
There is a lot being done nationally to help local U3As continue to do activities and to help members 
communicate with each other during this challenging time. All of these and more can be found on the 
National Office website at www.u3a.org.uk.  
 

• The Diary Project is continuing. Members are encouraged to diarise their experience of these 
times. You can see more on the website or contact us diary@u3a.org.uk  

• There is support and advice on our website including on how to keep active, keep learning and 
keep connected with each other. 

• Guidance of creating and using technology for virtual meetings https://www.u3a.org.uk/keeping-in-

touch-links This page also has links to the U3A National Office newsletters  

• Weekly mindfulness sessions  

• New subject advisors taking the list to over 70. All are willing to provide advice and many have 
ideas for keeping your group going during the lockdown. There are far too many for me to 
include here but there are some brilliant ideas. See the Learning updates page 
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/learning-updates.  

 
 
  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
http://www.u3a.org.uk/
mailto:diary@u3a.org.uk
https://www.u3a.org.uk/keeping-in-touch-links
https://www.u3a.org.uk/keeping-in-touch-links
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/learning-updates
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LOCAL INFORMATION 
 
Food 
In Hazel Grove, several shops are open. All the supermarkets plus Poundstretcher, Well chemist, the off 
licence and the small convenience stores are open. Also, Parry’s bakers is open and will deliver bread 
and cakes.  
Treasure City (Chinese, Blue Nile (Indian), Zayans (Indian) and Pasha (Turkish) will deliver takeaway food.  
Jackson’s dairies will deliver fruit and vegetable boxes (large £13, small £7.50) and bread as well as their 
normal offerings of milk, cream, eggs, juices and yoghurt.  
Aldi will deliver grocery boxes. Order online £24.99 plus delivery charge 
Marks and Spencer will deliver vegetable boxes £14.99 plus delivery charge. 
 
In High Lane, Spar and the chemist are open. Reflections and the Bull’s Head will deliver take away 
meals. Danny’s deli will deliver bread and sandwiches, eggs, cold meats and fruit and vegetable boxes.  
 
There are also an increasing number of organisations offering food boxes. Here are just some I know of.  

Morrisons will deliver an ‘Essentials’ box. Cost £30.  
Farm to Fork will deliver food boxes to SK6/7 areas. Boxes cost from £26 to £74 for a box for 4 
including meat. Delivery charge is £4.  
Deliveroo has a linkup with Marks and Spencer to deliver food.  
Hello fresh – will deliver weekly boxes containing meals and recipes. Costs vary.  
 

Manchester Evening News reports that for all supermarkets Tuesday to Thursday are the quietest days 
to shop. At Asda, waiting times on Mondays and weekends can be 20 minutes or more but wait time is 
much shorter mid week. Wednesday tends to be the quietest day to go shopping at Sainsbury’s with 
wait of less than 15 minutes. The quietest time is before 10am. On Thursdays, the peak time is between 
1pm and 2.30pm, where customers can expect to wait up to 20 minutes. Friday is a busy day with 
possible 20 minute wait. At Aldi, weekday mornings and evenings before 11am and after 3pm tend to be 
quieter with lower customer waiting times. My experience recently is that early afternoon is fine at Aldi 
with very short or no wait.  
 
 
STOCKPORT COUNCIL Bin collections  
Members may not be aware that bin collection arrangements are changing. From Monday 6 April, there 
is a new schedule for bin collections due to the effects of coronavirus on the service. The new bin 
collection schedule is at https://www.stockport.gov.uk/news/changes-to-bin-collections 

 
Green bins: This week there has been a once only collection of green bins with just the Friday round still 
to be collected on 1 May.  You should put food waste in your black bin until further notice. 
 
SCAMS 
National Trading Standards is warning people to remain vigilant following a rise in coronavirus-related 
scams that seek to benefit from the public’s concern and uncertainty over COVID-19. Members of the 
public should ignore scam products such as supplements and anti-virus kits that falsely claim to cure or 
prevent COVID-19. In some cases individuals may be pressurised on their own doorsteps to buy anti-
virus kits or persuaded into purchasing products that are advertised on their social media feeds. In 
addition, some call centres that previously targeted UK consumers with dubious health products are 
now offering supplements that supposedly prevent COVID-19. 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.stockport.gov.uk/news/changes-to-bin-collections
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Communities are also being urged to look out for signs of neighbours being targeted by doorstep 
criminals. While there are genuine groups of volunteers providing help during self-isolation, there have 
been reports of criminals preying on residents – often older people or people living with long-term 
health conditions – by cold-calling at their homes and offering to go to the shops for them. The criminals 
often claim to represent charities to help them appear legitimate before taking the victim’s money. 
There are genuine charities providing support, so consumers should be vigilant and ask for ID from 
anyone claiming to represent a charity. 
 
COVID-19 scams identified include: 

• Doorstep crime - Criminals targeting older people on their doorstep and offering to do their 
shopping. Thieves take the money and do not return. Doorstep cleansing services that offer to clean 
drives and doorways to kill bacteria and help prevent the spread of the virus. 

• Online scams -Email scams that trick people into opening malicious attachments, which put people 
at risk of identity theft with personal information, passwords, contacts and bank details at risk. Some 
of these emails have lured people to click on attachments by offering information about people in 
the local area who are affected by coronavirus. Fake online resources – such as false Coronavirus 
Maps – these can be used to add malware to your computer and possibly steal information.  

• Refund scams - Companies offering fake holiday refunds for individuals who have been forced to 
cancel their trips. People seeking refunds should also be wary of fake websites set up to claim 
holiday refunds. 

• Counterfeit goods - Fake sanitisers, face masks and Covid19 swabbing kits sold online and door-to-
door. These products can often be dangerous and unsafe. There are reports of some potentially 
harmful hand sanitiser containing glutaral (or glutaraldehyde), which was banned for human use in 
2014. 

• Telephone scams - As more people self-isolate at home there is an increasing risk that telephone 
scams will also rise, including criminals claiming to be your bank, mortgage lender or utility 
company. 

• Donation scams - There have been reports of thieves extorting money from consumers by claiming 
they are collecting donations for a COVID-19 ‘vaccine’. 

https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/article/505/beware_of_covid_19_scams 
 

Message from the Treasurer, Les.     Pat found this – too true I fear  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Lockdown memes from social media 

Sourced by the Telegraph 

 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/article/505/beware_of_covid_19_scams
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National Office creative writing competition  
 
Are you a budding writer? A Jane Austen, JK Rowling, a John Steinbeck or a John Grisham in the 
making? If so, we are looking for you to enter our Third Age Trust, creative writing competition. 
 
Based on the successful Welsh competition, we are launching a UK-wide initiative to find the best 
short story penned by one of our members. The winning story will be published in Third Age Matters 
magazine, which reaches over a quarter of a million households. We will also commission at least 
one illustration to accompany it. The winner will see their story in print and will receive a framed 
copy of their story as it appears in the magazine, with the bespoke illustration. 
 
You may want to discuss your ideas in your interest groups via phone, email or virtual conference call 
(there is guidance on how to do this) or this may inspire you to start up your own creative writing 
group. There is advice on how to do this from our Creative Writing subject adviser. Whatever you 
decide, we want your story!  
 
How it Works 
In summary, your story must be your own, individual, original work, in English, a maximum of 1500 
words, and not submitted anywhere else. 
Your submission must be on the theme of: TIME. 
You must read the Creative Writing Competition Rules before submitting. Any submission which 
does not meet these will not be considered. 
 
All submissions will be judged by regional panels and the best story from each region/ devolved 
country will be compared to decide on an overall winner.  
We will open the submission portal on 18th May, with a link on this page (all entries will need to be 
submitted via this to be accepted). The deadline for submission is 12 noon on 19th June 2020. 
  
Happy writing! 
More details at https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/creative-writing-2020 

 
MEMOIRS  
 
Writing memoirs is a solitary pastime in any case, so it lends itself during this period of isolation. 
However the real pleasure in the group is the chance to come together and share our reminiscences and 
add our own anecdotes over tea and cake. 
 
We are an enthusiastic, happy group who love to have a laugh. However on the first Tuesday in April we 
dId share some contributions online  and receive useful advice from our mentor Barbara. Meanwhile we 
are scribbling away and looking forward to resuming our regular sessions. 
 

Sheila Harrop  

  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning/creative-writing-2020
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MATHS 
 
U3A Maths Challenge  
https://www.u3a.org.uk/component/content/article/197-covid-19/581-maths-challenge?Itemid=490 

Please take part in our weekly maths challenge, with problems and puzzles posed by Gordon Burgin, 
Andrew Holt and the U3A Maths and Stats Subject Adviser - David Martin. 
 
If you would like to share your ideas on how to solve these puzzles please join our learning forum or 
discuss within your U3A and interest group. Check back this time next week for the solutions and let us 
know how you get on by contacting National Office. New maths puzzles will go up onto the website 
every Thursday for the next six weeks. 
 
Week One 
Question 1 
My family travelled to Scotland from our home in Nottingham in two cars. I am a slower driver at an 
average speed of 40 m.p.h. while my wife set off on the same route an hour 
later at an average speed of 50 m.p.h. How far had we travelled before my 
wife overtook me?  
 
Question 2 
How many squares are there in this diagram?  
 
Question 3 
Visiting a U3A friend, Ina, the other day I’d forgotten the number of her 
house. Quite unfortunate as the street she lives in has about 300 houses. At least I could eliminate the 
first dozen as they are all shops. I feared I would have to visit each house in turn, but then I 
remembered that at a previous ‘Maths for Fun’ meeting Ina had said that her house number left 
remainders of 1 when 
divided by each of the first four primes (2, 3, 5 and 7). I never thought that this fact would come in 
handy then.  
 
What is the house number I am looking for?  
 
Question 4 
I have 10 sq. cm. of metal and need to construct a box with a square base (including both its top and 
bottom). What is the maximum volume of box I can construct? 
 
Recreational Maths  
FutureLearn has a course entitled An Introduction to Recreational Math: Fun, Games and Puzzles 
Explore and enjoy 'recreational' math, while boosting your creative and deductive thinking skills. This is 
a question from the first week.  
 
Here is an adapted version of a puzzle from the course.  
If we list all the natural numbers below 10 that are multiples of 3 or 5, we get 3, 5, 6 and 9. The sum of 
these multiples is 23. Find the sum of all the multiples of 3 or 5 up to and including 50. Numbers that 
divide both 3 and 5 should be counted twice. Can you do this without using a computer or calculator? 
Answer at the end of the newsletter.  

 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.u3a.org.uk/component/content/article/197-covid-19/581-maths-challenge?Itemid=490
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BRIDGE  
 
With the lockdown extended for an indeterminate length of time for our age groups we now have a 
good number playing online bridge; more players are welcome to join us. We are getting together on 
Monday afternoons and swapping around so we play different people week by week. We are also 
playing other sessions during the week and some of us are taking part in some of the many tournaments 
on Bridgebase online; finding many of the players are advanced and experts!  
 
Please contact me if you would like to join us online.  
 
Diane Saxon  
 
BRIDGE POSERS 

This hand was in the previous edition. Walter has done an 
analysis of the hand for us.  
 
Interesting example of a bridge hand in your newsletter. 
3S Doubled will go down, especially on a JH lead, if they 
get a heart ruff plus the AD, KD, and AC; but it will make if 
they try to get AC and KC before the diamond winners, so 
declarer can ruff and take out trumps. The bidding is also 
interesting; the raise to 3S is not justified with East’s weak 
hand and puts declarer into a risky contract. 
 

 
 Walter has also set some posers for our Bridge players. Answers at the end of the newsletter.  
 

Hand 9 
 
Question 1 – How many tricks can be made by West? 
 
Question 2 – Are there better contracts? 
 
 
            
 
 

 
Hand 13    
  
Question – Can East make this contract of 9 
tricks? 
 
Walter Mason 
 
 
 
 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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Bridge live broadcasts 
Bernard Magee is now up to number 15 of his broadcasts screened on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 
at 11.00am. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1g-0QEEjjYEZ6fiYg-VDUw/featured. You can watch these 
anytime if you don’t manage the live broadcast 
 
Andrew Robson is also screening lessons at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TG98hejcxs. These are aimed at 
intermediate players.  
 
Diane Saxon  
 

CHURCHES AND PUBS 
I have two or three ideas where to go when we start again which I don't think will be before September 
the way things are going. As I said before if anybody has any ideas just drop me am email. All the people 
who had their names down for April will obviously have first choice when we start. Anyone who wants 
the money back they have paid is fine or it can be carried forward as usual to the next visit they go on. 
Stay safe. 
 
Paul Kenneth  
 

BALLROOM DANCING 
Two more steps to refresh were recommended to the dancers on YouTube. First was the Medis Corto 
step in Tango, and second was the V6 step in Quickstep. 
 
Walter Mason  

 
KURLING 
I am hopeful in the not to distant future that we can buy another set for the Kurling group so more 
people can play. If you are interested, please email me your name and telephone number so that I will 
be able to get in touch. 
 
Paul Kenneth. 
 

GERMAN 
I’m getting lots of emails from Germany from my friend, Franziska, which I’m passing on to my group 
and she sent me these photos which I really liked. She’s well known to 10 members of the U3A as she 
invited us all to lunch when we were in Munich some years ago. 

 

Marlene Brookes  
 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1g-0QEEjjYEZ6fiYg-VDUw/featured
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TG98hejcxs
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DINING  
 
Hello everyone, what did you think of my Pork and Mustard recipe last time and did anyone actually try 
it? I was asked to make this a regular feature during this weird time and I and I am quite happy to oblige 
but before that.  
 
What about BIRTHDAYS? 
We all have them and for those of us who will have one over the next few months but with no chance of 
celebrating with friends and family and no hugs or physical contact I had an idea. May 12 is Barbara 
Kenneth's birthday. On that day when we are having our main meal [why not pretend it’s a Dining 
Group meal] can we all just raise our glasses/cups and wish Barbara a Happy Birthday.  She may not be 
able to hear us but I am sure she will feel the warmth in the air.,  
 
What about YOU? If it’s your birthday let me know what you would like to eat and I will try and add a 
recipe for that item. 
Have you got a birthday in June?   If you have please let me know and then we can let your U3A family 
know and you can receive their good wishes.  
 
Now for this month’s recipe 
 
When I lived in Majorca I was given this to eat at two separate friends’ houses. At the time they did not 
know each other but both came from the west coast of Scotland.  I was told it was Machete [that' s 
what it sounded like] very strange I always thought that was a weapon!  They did not seem to know 
where they had got the recipe from but it sounds like one of those recipes on the back of a certain soup.  
Have a go, if you are on your own freeze some for another day.  
 
We did some further research and found that this recipe appears to originate in the Italian immigrant 
community in Columbus, Ohio. The dish was called Johnny Marzetti, named after one of the family, and 
provided a cheap but filling meal. The original recipe was a mixture of ground beef, pasta, tomato sauce, 
and cheese. This version we think is probably an adaptation of the recipe by Campbell’s Soup.  
 
Marzetti 
 
1 onion 
1 lb minced beef 
Quarter pound of mushrooms 
Large carrot 
1 tin Campbell's tomato soup 
1 tin Campbell’s mushroom soup 
6 tagliatelle nests 
 

Method 
 
Dry fry the mince, onion, mushrooms and season 
[no oil needed] 
Boil the carrot 
Cook tagliatelle [as makers instructions] 
When all cooked mix everything together 
[keeping on the heat] 
Add both cans of soup and mix well 
If wanted, you can add grated cheese on top and 
place under grill

Dorothy Neillands 
Dorothy Gerrard 
 

  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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GARDENING 
 
The gardening group is continuing to share weekly comments and garden/flower photos of their choice, 
as summarised below.  
 
29 April 
This report by Chris Fontaine featured Bodnant's winter garden (such a shame all the NT gardens 
closed). Chris praised the exceptional skill in the way planting combinations have been put together and 
believed it to be the best winter garden.  
 
5 April 
Chris Harrison, laid up after a bad fall, showed some gorgeously colourful orchids to admire, selected 
from a past visit to Singapore for us. 
 

     
 
12 April 
At Easter various pictures came - two from Lynda, a magnolia and hyacinths; 3 from Lynn showing 
different aspects of her front garden; and three from Deirdre including fairly rare double primroses and 
celandines (arguably Wordsworth's favourite flower!).  
 

     
 
19 April 
No photos came from the group this week, so a mixed bag from Walter including Magnolia Stellata by 
(pink) moonlight, Amelanchier, Orchids, and two garden views. 
 

  
   

 
  Walter Mason  
 

  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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John McCartney sends us photos of the progress of his tomato plants.   
 

  

  
 
John also shared his favourite poem 
 

On my long list of things to do in ‘lockdown’ Is to learn, off by heart my favourite poem, which is 
relevant for this time, in fact for any time. 
 

Leisure 
              
What is this life, if, full of care,  
We have no time to stand and stare 
 
No time to stand beneath the boughs 
And stare as long as sheep and cows,  
 
No time to see, when woods we pass 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass, 
 
No time to see in broad daylight,  
Streams full of stars, like skies at night,  
 
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,  
And watch her feet, how they dance, 
 
No time to wait till her mouth can 
Enrich that smile her eyes began,  
 
A poor life this if, full of care,  
We have no time to stand and stare.  
 
William Henry Davies 1871 - 1940 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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While on the topic of gardens U3A members are being asked to help keep track of our garden birds.  
 
BIRDTRACK  
 
You are invited to join BirdTrack, a free online tool to record your own bird sightings and keep up to 
date with trends. BirdTrack is an exciting project, through a partnership between the BTO, the RSPB, 
Birdwatch Ireland, the Scottish Ornithologists' Club and the Welsh Ornithological Society, that looks at 
migration movements and distributions of birds throughout Britain and Ireland. This is a great 
opportunity – not only for members of existing U3A Birdwatching groups but for any nature enthusiast 
looking for a fun, outdoor project. The idea behind BirdTrack is that if you have been out birdwatching 
or simply watching the birds in your garden, records of the birds you have seen can be useful data. The 
scheme is year-round, and ongoing, and anyone with an interest in birds can contribute. Important 
results produced by BirdTrack include mapping migration (arrivals and departures) timings and 
monitoring scarce birds. We know very little about the timing of arrival and departure of winter visitors 
and this is just one area in which BirdTrack will provide useful information. There are also many scarce 
birds where we would like to know much more about their populations. Finds out more here 
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack/about 
 
U3A National Office would also love to hear about your sightings of different species or bird related 
garden activity and for you to share any photographs you have managed to take of your feathered 
visitors. We will publish a selection of these sightings and photos on our website so please fill out our 
online form to record these also. Look out for a feature interview with Mary and learn more about the 
garden birdwatch project in this month’s U3A Magazine – Third Age Matters.  
 

SHAKESPEARE GROUP 
  
Our next meeting courtesy of Zoom will take place on Monday 20 April. It will be somewhat shorter than 
usual and not all members will be taking part but it's better than nothing. We had intended to start play 
reading Love's Labour's Lost but they will have to stay lost for a little bit longer. 
  
In the meantime, during this prolonged lockdown, 
what could be better than getting to know some 
Shakespeare? During the next few weeks the Globe 
theatre will be screening via Youtube six different 
plays starting with Hamlet. This week’s play is Romeo 
& Juliet. Next is Two Noble Kinsmen. Highly 
recommended.  
  
Steve Reynolds 
 
ROYAL SKAKESPEARE COMPANY ONLINE  
 
From Shakespeare's birthday on 23 April this year you 
can watch six acclaimed RSC productions on BBC 
iPlayer. They are: 
 
Macbeth (2018), directed by Polly Findlay with 
Christopher Eccleston and Niamh Cusack 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack/about
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Hamlet (2016), directed by Simon Godwin with Paapa Essiedu 
Romeo and Juliet(2018), directed by our Deputy Artistic Director Erica Whyman 
Much Ado About Nothing (2014), directed by Christopher Luscombe 
Othello (2015), directed by Iqbal Khan with Hugh Quarshie and Lucian Msamati 
The Merchant of Venice (2015), directed by Polly Findlay 
 
And you can access 18 productions if you sign up for a 14-day free trial on Marquee TV, the performing 
arts streaming service with a catalogue of more than 400 dance, opera and theatre productions. 
 

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE ONLINE  
 
This week’s play was Twelfth Night starring Tamsin Greig as 
Malvolio. I was fascinated by this production of what I think is 
my favourite Shakespeare ply; having studied it for O level many 
years ago! Costumes were modern, Duke Orsino arrived in a car 
clutching a teddy bear and Malvolio was a she but it worked for 
me. Tamsin Greig was excellent and well supported by the rest 
of the cast who brought us the fun of the play.  
 
This broadcast is available until 7pm UK time on Thursday 30 April. It is 
subtitled and the running time is 2 hours 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw 
 
Diane Saxon 

 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
 
Stewart Bradley reports that the Royal Opera House is streaming operas and ballet on Friday evenings. 
He tells us that you don’t have to watch at 7.00 on Thursday (or Friday for ROH.) They are available to 
watch on demand for several days after on their YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/royaloperahouse. The Winter’s Tale is being screened on 1 May 2020. Previous 
recordings include Gloriana, Cosi fan tutte, the Metamorphosis and Peter and the Wolf  
 
Royal Opera House content is also available on radio, TV and online through their ongoing partnership 
with the BBC. Mayerling, Pappano's Greatest Arias and Darcey Bussell: Looking for Margot are all 
available on BBC iPlayer and can be watched at any time. 
 

 
Pam Ayres  
Also on YouTube but very different from the above is this poem by Pam Ayres from way back.  
Pam has a humorous take on keeping fit! View it here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7b_GleX0EQ  
 
And a one-liner courtesy of Walter.  
 

Masked bank raiders were held up at knife point  -  and had their masks stolen! 
 

  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
https://www.youtube.com/royaloperahouse
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V7b_GleX0EQ
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
The High Lane photography group has held another competition by email! This time the April subject 
was “Pastimes for Self-Isolators”. Everything ran smoothly, as photos were sent to the group leader, 
then all circulated round the group for voting. The wide variety of pastimes and high standard of photos 
made it a very difficult choice, which all seemed to enjoy. Bryan was a runaway winner with “Gone 
Fishing”, 2nd equals were Bryan with “Gardening”, and Jeff with both “Piano Learning” and “Model 
Engineering”. 

 
The full list of Pastimes was:- Assembling (Diane); Backgammoning (Jeff); Basket Hanging (Susan); 
Beachcoming Displaying (Chris); Composting (Susan); Crosswording (Walter); Digging (Chris); G and T 
Relaxing (Walter); Game Playing (Derek); Gardening (Bryan); Gone Fishing (Bryan); Home Videoing 
(Bryan) ; Jigsawing (Walter); Model Engineering (Jeff); Painting (Derek); Piano Learning (Jeff); Reading 
(Chris); Recipe Preparing (Susan); Stitching (Diane); Stretching (Diane); Worldwide Chatting (Derek).  
 
Our next subject is Birds.  
Walter Mason 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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U3A Eye: National Office Photography project  
National Office is running a fortnightly project to encourage people to take and submit pictures of 
their surroundings during this unprecedented time. We are going to be posting a different theme 
each fortnight and inviting U3A members to submit their photos on that topic. The first topic was 
yellow. 15 photos were selected for publication. Here are some of the published photos.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The theme of the second competition topic was 3. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The current theme is connect and the closing date is 7 May.  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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QUIZ  
 
High Lane Quiz group has done a weekly quiz throughout April. We have had anagrams, matching 
games, cryptic clues to ducks and trees, odd ones out, picture quizzes, authors and films. Our group 
members are certainly inventive. The U3A subject advisor for Quizzes is also producing a weekly quiz so 
we are certainly not short of things to do!   
 
This weeks’ quiz includes some pictures to be identified. All are in the North of England. See how many 
you recognise. As this is the current quiz, I won’t give the answers yet.  
 

 
 
We’re also experimenting with online quizzes. There are several of these available on the web using 
different platforms; some have prizes, some are for Charity and some just for fun. I took part in a 
facebook quiz hosted by Hazel Grove Golf Club last weekend.  Our team included my daughter from her 
flat in London via weChat; we were third!  
 
Did you catch the Big Quiz, part of the Big Night In for Comic Relief last night? If not you can watch it 
here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_9yxq4xeuo 

 
There are also weekly quizzes on the U3A National Office web site created by the subject advisor for 
Quizzes. This week’s quiz is the first lines of song titles.   
 
Diane Saxon  
 
 
  

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_9yxq4xeuo
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A quiz during lockdown 
 
"3 mins to go", my IPad said, together with " Almost 5,000 people waiting"  
I was waiting for the weekly "Virtual Pub Quiz" to start on Thursday evening at 7.45. After an 
introduction from Jay Flynn from Darwen, then a short walk outdoors at 8pm to applaud the NHS, the 
quiz got underway at 8.15. 
 
Just before then, my daughter-in-law contacted me through a FaceTime call on my phone, and I was 
able to see and talk to my son and 15 year old granddaughter, which was lovely.  They joined me in 
answering the quiz questions.  I had the quiz coming through on my iPad - as they did on theirs, and we 
could discuss the answers through our phones. The wonders of technology! 
 
We made a good team with a reasonable score of 28/50.  The U3A quiz group, of which I'm a member, 
averages just over 50%, although we have been scoring much higher marks since the lockdown.   I think 
that's probably because in the U3A online quiz we have more time to send in our answers to whoever 
has set it that week.  Or maybe it's because we are able Google the answers.   It's quite a challenge to 
find ungooglable questions!  
 
The Virtual Pub Quiz was started by Jay as just a small group meeting online, but now has a following of 
over 120,000 'quizzers' nationwide (maybe worldwide?) He also instigated the practice of clapping for 
the NHS (his wife is a nurse). Although the quiz is free to enter, there is an option to subscribe, and to 
date he has raised £100,000 for the NHS.  Well done Jay, and to the 118,00 subscribers. 
 
Mavis Dean 
 
 
National Office Golf Challenge  
 
1. Which golfer was known as the Walrus? 
2. Which course is the traditional home of the Masters? 
3. What is the maximum amount of time allowed to look for a lost ball? 
4. In 1967 which golfer made the first televised hole in one? 
5. Who won his only British open Golf Championship at Royal St Georges, Sandwich in 1985? 
6. Over how many holes is The Open Golf tournament contested? 
7. Who did Nick Faldo sensationally beat to win his third Masters? 
8. In August 1996 who made his surprising debut as a pro in the Czech Open? 
9. Which South African won the British Open in 1949, 1950, 1952 and 1957? 
10. Which trophy is held for women’s teams from the United States & UK/Ireland? 
11. Which US president's home was alongside the course on which the US Masters is played? 
12. Who captained the European team to victory in the 1995 Ryder Cup? 
13. Who headed the European Order of Merit between 1971 and 1974? 
14. Who opposed the US in the Ryder Cup between 1973 and 1977? 
15. Who was involved with John Daley in the 1995 British Open play-off? 
16. Who was the first non-American post-war winner of the US Masters? 
17. Who won the English Amateur Championship in 1975 aged 18? 
18. Who won the US Masters in 1986 for a record sixth time? 
 

 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/
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ANSWERS TO BRIDGE POSERS         
 
Hand 9 

Question 1 Answer – All 13 tricks can be made, if West 
takes out trumps, then ruffs the third round of hearts to 
set up the rest of the heart suit. But West must ensure to 
keep an entry to dummy (either AS or KC) as an entry to 
the winning hearts. 
 
Question 2 Answer – At small slam level, 6H (by East) 
and 6NT (by West) will make with better scores. At grand 
slam level, 7D makes and 7NT can make with a club 
finesse. 
 

 
Hand 13          
 
Answer – Easily if spades are led at the start, 
otherwise only with careful (and fortunate) play. 
North/South potentially have five tricks – three 
club tricks, JD and KS. 
 
East should play on clubs, losing three tricks to NS 
to eliminate club suit Then play four rounds of 
hearts (South is being squeezed on the 4th round 
of hearts), finesse for KD, take another winning 
diamond, then exit to South's winning JD.  South 
has only spades left and is forced to lead into East's AS and QS.  
 
This play could fail if North, after winning one of the clubs, switches to spades so that South wins KS, 
which promotes JS into a potential winning trick for North/South. Nevertheless, East might still gain 9 
tricks by taking AS and playing out the hearts because South will be squeezed in three suits and allow 
West either to win with 10S, or the minor diamonds of East to run. 
 

 
ANSWER TO MATHS QUESTION  
The formula is s = n(f + l) / 2 where s is the sum, n is the number of multiples, f is the first multiple and l 
is the last multiple.  
 
So the sum of the multiples of 5 = 10(5 + 50) /2 = 275 
The sum of the multiples of 3 = 16(3 + 48) /2 = 16 x 51 /2 = 408 
So the combined total = 275 + 408 = 683  
 

http://www.highlaneu3a.org.uk/

